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COVER ILLUS.RATION, The Striped Greenhood, Pterostylis alata 
showing no basal rosette at base of flower stem, and rosette of 
juvenile plant nearby, as described in, "Orchids of Bendigo" Part 5 
Whirrakee Vol.3. No. 9 October 1982. PHOrO Tom Patullo 


Deadline for next issue is Friday 17th June. 
(Typed contributions are preferred, but if this is not possible, then 
please make every effort to use neat, legible hand writing or printing) 


Permission to reproduce articles from Whirrakee must be obtained from 
Editor. All back numbers are available from the Editor at a cost of 
50 cents each. (Complete sets of Volume 1 and 2 are available at the 
reduced price of $5.00 per set. Postage extra.) 


- EDITORS PAGE - 


Having written frequently about the effects of the long drought in 
recent months, it is a refreshing change to be able to write about the 
dramatic recovery we have seen in the last two months. The expression 
"greening of the land" takes on a new depth of meaning as eyes grown 
accustomed to brown for so long have to re-adjust to the sight of bright, 
startling green.-It is hard to believe that the bare, arid, red-brown re 
paddocks of mid-March produced so much growth so anak when the rains came. 
Trees which were, apparently dead‘ have sprouted new growth, and many 
deciduous trees‘have been fooled into’ premature sprouting of leaves, and; ° 
in some cases, flowers. Let us hope they can sort themselves out in spring. 
One can only admire the resilience of so many plants, and especially that 
of our own drought adapted local bush plants. This is especially true of 
the eucalypts. (See Jack Ipsen's short note on p.10 about the recovery of 
Red Stringyobarks, for example..). 


Even the hell fires of Ash Wednesday have failed to kill all, the : 
eucalypts in the fire areas. I have had occasion to travel frequently to 
Melbourne over the last few weeks, and have seen the beginnings of the ~ 
recovery of the Black. Forest eucalypts. At first it looked as*though only a 
small percentage were going to coppice, but each trip, a few days apart, 
saw more and more trees sprouting. Maybe a higher percentage than normal 
for after fire will prove to have been killed, but it is truly amazing to 
See recovery at all after such fiery devastation. The compet ey dead pine 
trees’in the fire area make a sad contrast. 


rl v ale le ate 8’ ef 
wets kok wou k wow % 


Bendigo people needing to travel to felboume have an advantage over 
Ballarat and Geelong residents in the variety of routes to choose from. — 
I was particularly glad to have this choice when faced with so many trips’: 
in a short period. We have two highway standard routes, and any number of | 
combinations to choose from on the secondary road network in between them, 
some of which are only slightiy lcuger in distance and travel time than the 
highways. My perscnal favourite is the Heathcote-T ooboorac-Lancefield route. 
The scenery in the Cobaw Ranges between i l ooboorac and Lancefield is really 
beautiful, especially on a bright, cvisp winter's morning, or in a hazy, 
summer twilight. These granite hills provide an example of a landscape 
enhanced by clearing for agriculture. It would not be possible to appreciate 
the fascinating variety of granite tons, and the vistas of rolling, rocky 
hills, if the country was forested, although no doubt the virgin forest 
across this area had a rugged charm all of its own. Probably this is a 
geologists bias showing, because the granite tors which dominate this 
landscape add tremendous interest to the journey. Almost every trip I see 
interesting tors which had escaped my attention previously. Perhaps a tour 
_ through this area would make en ‘interesting ‘geological excursion for the 
club sometime in the. PUREE 


wet Ee eee eT 
The response to my geenitien aE ag srogiaine missing back SOnRET Et 
has been underwhelming - in fact no one has availed themselves of the. 
“opportunity. However, the offer still stands, and il would be pleased to 
assist anyone who would like to fill gaps. 


Bric Wilkinson, Editor. 


THE ORCHIDS OF BENDIGO AND DISIRICT 
"THE ORDS “AND :SODS"=-= PART @ I f-~ | 3 
: “by Bob Allen and Tom Patullo. ° 


All orchids are beautiful, whether. they be large or small, so that the above 
seéms an uncomplimentary way to describe the seven orchids under discussion 
this month..The main reason is because all of the seven orchids belong to | 
different genera. They are as follows:- Jn cee 
Caleana, Chiloglottis, Dipodium, Lyperanthus, Orthoceras, Paracaleana, and 
Spiranthes. gsSh oe i ee it 


1. Caleana major’ Thé Large Duck Orchid 
Caleana commemorates the name of Mr G. Caley, a Nineteenth century 
botanist and.collector of N.S.W. plants, and major means the greater 
or larger. - ise : SMe 

Probably the first Large Duck Orchid that most of the Club members had seen 

was brought into a meeting some twenty years ago, by the late Mr. Sho. |. 

Takasuka of Goornong. He had found a patch of them growing in the Fosterville 

area. Since that time we have located the "Ducks" from a number of other . 

places, such as Goornong, Pork-pie Hill, Longlea, Strathfieldsaye, Axe Creek, 

three areas from the Whipstick (two from near Skylark Dam, and one from. | 

Sandfly Ridge), Apollo Hill etc. In several of these areas, such as Apollo 

Hill and the Whipstick, the hard rocky ground would almost have blunted a_ 

crowbar. This however does.not deter the "Ducks", as they séem to have the 

ability to force their way to the surface and thrive under these conditions. 


It is always a thrill to find them, but never quite the same as when Mr. 
Takasuka led an outing to that first site, and we had our first laok at 
these quaint little orchids, waving in the breeze and looking for all the 
world like small flying ducks. 


The first appearance of the plant is the rather narrow, solitary, reddish 
leaves, up to 8 cm long. The wiry reddish-brown stem averages around 25 cm 
high, and has a small bract low down. The flowers are reversed and are often 
referred to as upside down orchids, as are the Prasophyllum, Microtis, . 
“Paracaleana, and Cryptostylis families. They are reddish-brown like the 
leaves and stems, Some orchid books describe them as having up to five -_ 
flowers, but.in our district two with an unopened bud (which rarely ever 
opens) is about the average. The labellum is shaped like a ducks head, and 
is attached to the "body", or the base of the colum, by a very sensitive 
strap like claw. Certain insects that enter the "body" cause the labellum 
(or head of the duck) to flash down (remember that the flower is reversed), 
so that instead of the labellum flashing up when irritated, it works in ~ 
the opposite direction. The lateral petals spread back to form the "wings'! 
of the duck, and give it the appearance of always being in flight. 


Throughout the story of:the Bendigo orchids the word column has been 
mentioned many times. Whilst some orchids do not have wings on the colum, . 
many do. All Greenhoods do, and infact their generic name "Pterostylis" 
means "winged colum'', Of all the winged colum orchids, none have wider or 
longer wings than those of the duck orchids. It is the two widened and 
incurved wings of the column that form the "body"! of the duck. 
Caleana major is widely scattered throughout Victoria. Wé found them ona club 
outing to the Grampians, and I found.a little clump of them on the side of 
the road just outside the town of Genoa some years ago. From one side of 
Victoria to the other. They are reported from Boort in the Mallee, down to 
Frankston on the coast, but although ‘they are well scattered they are never 
common. The flowering period is through November to December. 


4, 
THE ORCHIDS OB BEN DIGO AYD DIST RICT continued 


2s Chiloglottis gunnii Common Bird Orchid 


Chiloglottis alludes to the flower perianth, which has quite a wenentwenice 
to the wide open mouth of a baby bird, particularly when the labellum 
is waving in the breeze. 


The two large, broad, green leaves lie close to the ground. The stem is stout 
but rather short, around 8 cm high. The flowers are solitary, large , 
brownish purple to green, and open freely. They are usually found in large 
colonies, and presented a beautiful sight growing along the banks of a 
little creek on a club outing to the Bullarto area a few years ago. 

All that day there was a continuing hum of wasps which were very busily 
pollinating the orchids, probably unbeknownst to them-selves. 

The labellum is on a short claw, large and oval, with a large thick sessile 
gland near the centre. There is one long stalked gland near the base, and 
other small stalked glands in irregular rows. The two petals are spreading 
and point forward. The two lateral sepals are narrow and pointed, and the. 
dorsal sepal is erect and incurved over the column etc., forming the top 
part of the open "beak" of the "bird''. The Common Bird Orchid flowers 
through the August to October Period. I had a report of this orchid several 
seasons ago from the pine forest at Mt. Alexander, and they are plentiful at 
Creswick, Taradale, and Heathcote. 


3. Dipodium punctatum Hyacinth Orchid 


Dipodium is from the Greek "DIS", double, and'PODIQN", a little foot. 
This is in reference to the two Smee) stalks of the pollinary apparatus, 
although a magnifying glass is needed to study this. "punctatum'-spotted. 


There is nothing more beautiful than to see a hyacinth orchid in flower. 

A few years ‘ago during a road-stop for a "cuppa" just outside of Korweinguboora, 
I came across many of these orchids in full bloom, and they presented a 
magnificent sight. Then again, my notes tell me that they were plentiful 

among bracken on the slopes of Arthur's Seat above Dromana, in December 1972. 

On this occasion, however, the flowering period was finished, and the old 

stems were festooned with the large seed capsules. 


The plant has an extensive system of thick elongated tuberous roots. The 

_ sturdy green or dark brown stem is up to one metre tall. It was once 

_ thought to be a parasite, but it is now known to be a saprophyte, which feeds 
on various types of dead and decaying matter in association with a fungus 

in its root system. (See the article on Symbiosis in Part 8 on "Orchid Facts" 
in the Jan./Feb. 1983 issue of Whirakee). The fact that the fungus supplies 
food to the orchid allows it to dispense with leaves of its own. There is 

no doubt that the fungus would also receive some nourishment from the 

orchid in return. ; 


The flowers. are very showy! and numerous, on short stalks, forming a pyramid 
towards the end of the spike. They are pink with darker reddish spots and 
flecks, and can have up to fifty flowers and buds on a stem. Very rarely a 
white flowering plant is seen. The petals and sepals are all alike and 
spreading. The labellum points straight forward and is three lobed, the’ middle 
lobe being covered with white hairs at the apex. The Hyacinth Orchid is’ found 
in all states except W.A., and flowers in the summer time. It is known to 
flower most » prolifically after a bush fire. 
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Orthocenas strictum 
Caleana major 
Paracaleana minor 
Lyperanthus nigricans 


¥ 


Horned Orchid 
Large Duck Orchid 
_ Small Duck Orchid 
Red-beak Orchid 


ao ¢ 


(3 


gai NF 
7 af i s 


5. Spiranthes sinensis 
(Austral Ladies Tresses) 


6. Chiloglottis gunnii 
Common Bird Orchid) 


7. Dipodium punctatum 
(Hyacinth Orchid) 
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THE ORCHIDS OF BENDIGO AND DISTRICT continued 


4, Lyperanthus nigricans Red-beak Orchid 
AS Ne ate ined ee a eta 


Lyperanthus from the Greek "LYPEROS", mournful and "ANT HOS", a flower. 
"Mournful flower" in reference to the gloomy colour. 
nigricans - becoming black when dry. Because of this, the plant is 
sometimes referred to as.the undertaker orchid. edhe 
This is a very rare orchid in our district, having been reported only once, 
flowering on the Mount Alexander Golf Links in the 1972 season. Often, on 
trips to the Grampians and to the Little Desert, I have seen the ground 
Covered with the large, fleshy, roughly .heart shaped leaves of this orchid, 
but very rarely flowers. It is believed that they flower very prolifically — 
after fires have passed through. This is a stout fleshy plant up to 15 cm. 
high. It has two or three leaf like stem bracts, loose and sheathing, up — 
to 4 cm. long. The plant carries from two to six large, deflexed, blooms 
marked with crimson lines on a white background. They turn jet-black when 
dry. The dorsal’ sepal is prominently hooded,. and is marked with red or 
purple stripes. The labellum is lightly coloured, with crimson veins, ard’ 
the recurved tip is fringed. A large green bract cups the pedicel and seed 
box. The petals and lateral sepals are spreading, and are: dark purple. — 


5. Orthoceras strictum Horned Orchid 


orthoceras from the Greek, "ORTHOS", straight and "KERAS"', a horn. 

The "straight horn" refers to the upright lateral sepals that stand up 

like horns, and strictum means upright, which describes the whole 

upstanding orchid. . adie cs ile eee ame bien it: 
My first sighting of the Horned orchid was in December 1969. In company with 
Mr and Mrs Taylor and Miss Bennett of Harcourt, we found a large number of 
them along the railway line at Muckleford. A number of grass like leaves 
surround the flower stem. There are usually two to about six, pointed, 
channelled, and sheathing at the base. The stem is very rigid and up to , 
over 14 cm. high. One or two sheathing stem bracts are half way up thé stem. 
From a few up to seven green to yellowish brown flowers appear from within 
erect floral bracts. These bracts are up to 4 om. long. The dorsal sepal is 
very broad,-much incurved, and forms a hood ‘over the labellum: The lateral — 
sepals are very stiff and fine and spread like horns on each side of the hood 
The labellum is reddish brown, smooth with a yellow centre, with a large 
cone shaped gland at the base. 


6. Paracaleana minor Small Duck Orchid 
aoracascana minor omall Duck Orchid 


calear.a commemorates G.Caley, a 19th cent. botanist and collector of 
N.S,W. plants. minor = the lesser (Caleana). ~ 


This is a very slender plant, ranging in height from 6 to 16 cm. They ‘have 
been found flowering at Longlea and Apollo Hill on the edge of the Whipstick 
in company with the Large Ducks, and it is possible because of their small © 
size that they could also be found in most of the areas where the Large 

ducks are to be found. The stem is very fine and wiry, with an occasional 
tiny bract about the middle. The leaf is purplish and very narrow, and 
usually withered at flowering time. The flowers are very much smaller than . 
the large ducks, and of course are like them in that the flowers are 
reversed, They have from one to three flowers in our area, reddish brown, 

to greenish on very slender pedicels. #1 


8. 
THE ORCHIDS OF BENDIGO AND DISTRICT continued 


The labellum is very irritable, beset with many dark glands, and resembles 
the head and neck of a small duck. It is attached by a long curved strap 

to the end of the column foot. The mechanism when irritated causes the head 
to flash down and so trap any visiting insect. The colum is almost as 

long as the petals, its base extended into a foot. It is widely winged - 
throughout, and these wings, like the wings on the column of the large duck 
orchid, form the body of the small duck. These beautiful little orchids are 
possibly more common than we realise, but owing to their small size are 
still waiting to be found. They - ike the large ducks - bloom throughout 
the hot, part of the summer. 


ie eninanihes sinensis Austral Ladies Tresses 


Spiranthes from the Greek "SPETRA" coiled and "ANTHOS", a flower. 
The "coiled flower" referso0f course to the SEEDS of the flowers, 
growing like a spiral staircase. 


This is a typical marsh plant. The Sutton Grange spot is a very soggy bog . 
(a soak from Mt. Alexander), and in this they flower every year at their 
beautiful best. They have three or four narrow leaves, and a slender stem 
up to 30 cm. high. The Austral Ladies Tresses is the only member in 
Australia of a large genus of orchids. The flowers are sweetly scented, 
and up to twenty or more spiral around the stem. They are clasped by green 
bracts, and are sessile. The colour scheme shows off nicely in the green 
bogs, being bright pink sepals and pétals, with the labellum white and 
fringed. This is a very wide spread orchid and I was amazed - and no doubt 
the readers will be also - to read Dr. Willis's description of its where- 
abouts. He states, (apart from a host of places throughout Victoria) 

"All states of Australia except W.A. extending to Indonesia, Philippines, 
Japan, China, Indo-China, Malaya, Ceylon, Himalayas, to 8,000 feet, 
Afghanistan, and Siberia - perhaps the most widely ranging orchid in the 
world." 

This lovely orchid flowers through the summer period Dec. Jan. Feb., and 
_we have located it at Sutton Grange and in the Mandurang State Forest. 


ORCHID FACTS 
THE POLLINATION METHOD. OF THE CRYPPOSIYLIS GROUP OF ORCHIDS. 


We have previously discussed the simple, but very efficient, method of 
pollination used by the Caladenia group of orchids in PART 3 of this series. 
We also discussed the more complicated, but still very effective, method 
used by the Pterostylis group in PART 5. However, after reading in Densey 
Clyne's book "Australian Gronnd Orchids" of the amazing method of pollination 
used by the Cryptostylis group, one could easily believe that the book 

dealt with fiction instead of fact. I now quote from page 26 of her book, 
under the heading "SEX LIFE OF ORCHIDS", PAYMENT WITH A DIFFERENCE 2. . 


ARCHID EAGIS continued 


"Tngects morhtalas! perform ‘the service of pollination ‘for euetitas! and in- 
most cases, payment is in the form of néctar or some ‘other’ foodstuff. 

However the rewards or inducements offered by some orchids to some insects © 
are much more unusual. The Tongue Orchids , Cryptostylis. sp. are pollinated 
by the insect Lissopimpla semipunctata. iv: is an Ichneumon wasp- one of a 
large family of wasps that parasitise the larva of other insects. The female 
is a rather dainty insect, with reddish legs and ovipositor, dark wings and 
a row of white spots on either side of the abdomen. Not much ‘like the 
labellum of the orchid in question, except in a very general way. But 
something - thought to be scent, - lures the male Ichneumon wasp to approach © 
the flower, and go “through all the motions of mating with the. labellunm. : 

He does this in such a way that the tip of the abdomen is inserted panoueh 
an opening in the base .of the .abellum into, the hidden. column. 

This action - known as pseudo-copulation -. results .in the: pollinia necont en 
attached to the tip “Of the insects abdomen and being withdrawn with it.« , 
When he approacHes a second. ‘flower and "mates" with it, the pollinia of the: 
first flower are thrust through the opening of the abellum and left behind 
to fertilise it. A remarkable refinement of this pattern of behaviour is 
that the male Ichneumon Wasps mature some weeks before the females; ~ 
otherwise of course , they would be too busy to bother with orchids. 

It is ‘interesting to speculate how these separate adjustments of structure © 
and behaviour, to' the mutual advantage of two species, evolved together. 
That there is long term benefit for the orchid in this arrangement Ast 
obvious, and there is a reward for the male wasp also. But it is hard to 

see any survival benefit for the wasp, either as a species or as an 
individual. How did it come to be? How was the far-reaching step first 
taken that directed the wasps, initial sexual attentions to the flower of an 
orchid? Perhaps it happened in this way. In the past, say, the insect 
visited the relatively unspecialised orchid species. for nectar or some other 
reward, pollinating it in the process. Quite independentaly, for some reason 
unknown to us and perhaps still applicable, it became necessary for the 
female wasp to dévelop later than the males. Now the sexually mature males, 
visiting the orchid species, became particularly sensitive to some of the 
flowers which had a slight perfume accidentally resembling that of the 
female wasps. These flowers would be visited more than the others by the 
frustrated males, and so tend through natural selection to survive and 
develop a stronger scent. The stronger scent would now have become a strong 
enough stimulus ‘to excite the ‘matéless males to the pitch where they attempt. : 
to copulate with the flowers. The next important step was that those strongly 
scented flowers which tended structurally to permit satisfactory pseudo- 
copulation, in other words which had some sort of aperture resembling the 
genital opening of the female wasp, would attract more males than the other 
flowers. So the flowers in-which this opéning allowed the tip of the insects 
abdomen to contact and remove. the pollinia, or place in it ‘the pollinia 

from another flower, would’ prosper, to retain and refine the adaptation oie 
through natural selection over many generations". Unquote . 


10. 
ORCHIDS TO LOOK FOR IN JWE 


This is the time of year when many orchid basal leaves and rosettes 
appear on the ground, giving promise of flowers to come. After the dearth 
of Orchids last year, owing to the drought, this is particularly evident 
this year. 


There are three orchids which come into flower in June. 


Acianthus exsertus Gnat Orchid 
Pterostylis alata Striped Greenhood 
Pterostylis robusta Larger Striped Greenhood 


However, there is still a possibility of finding a few late specimens 
of the Autumn flowering orchids, especially Pterostylis PERNA and 
Prasophyllum nigricans. 


Featured on our cover this month is a lovely specimen of Pterostylis 
alata. This orchid is referred to in a report on an excursion to One Tree 
Hill on the 20th of June 19685 ; in The Bendigo Naturalist, Vol. 2 (1),p.18, 
and I quote:- 

"It was on our way back to the cars that the highlight of the day 
occurred when we found the Striped Greenhood (Pterostylis alata) in flower. 
This orchid was recorded for Bendigo many years ago by Mr. G.Marshall, 
but there had been only one doubtful sighting near Bendigo in recent years, 
and that some ten miles out in the South Mandurang area. (Mr. Fred Taylor 
has found it at Harcourt, but closer to Bendigo it seemed that it had 
disappeared)." 


It was keen eyed Bob Allen who found it near the Nature Trail on One 
Tree Hill. 


This could make a good half day excursion after our June meeting, 
with a chance to see both Pterostylis alata and Acianthus exsertus , 
which both occur in the same area. 


Tom Patullo. 


eoik k ko ow ke ee ee ek ok 


The Red Stringy-bark trees, Eucalyptus macrorrhyncha, in the Kimbolton 
Forest that have been apparently dead all this summer, are now showing signs 
of recovery. 

Close inspection reveals that the dormant buds on the topmost branches 

of these trees are well advanced with healthy shoots. The new shoots can 

be seen on large branches, in a similar way to the regrowth on trees 
following a bush-fire. These trees were completely denuded by the 
prolonged drought conditions. While the Box Trees stood up to the grubs 

and dry, the stringy-barks suffered. 


J.C.Ipsen, 6th May 1983. \ 


Cnr Somerset Pak Rd., 
and Sinclair Lane, R.S.D., 
STRATHFIELDSAYE 3551 


The Editor, - 
"Whirrakee". 


Dear Eric, 


Since: moving. to Longlea in December, we have noted the following 
observations down, and with great pleasure at that..During the very hot 
summer, we kept our old prospecting pans: full of water sash the birds, and 
have continued to do:so.- 


We have been rewarded i Frequent visitations of the local 
birds, and some, we feel, which may not normally frequent this area. 
Maybe the drought has brought some down from the Mallee area? 


Enclosed isa list which we have kept. This may be of interest 
to club members... Ts 
“Another point of: fiteneee is the fact that some Pterostylis 


revoluta aré now in bud. This has happened only since the rain. We have poly, 
located one area on our five acre block where these are growing. 


During. the first rainfall in the first week of March, we noticed 
that the trunks of many of our Eucalypts, (species unknown), turned a 
beautiful apple green colour, but reverted to their normal colour as 
they dried out. Could any member throw any light on this please?’ 


Tom Patullo's article mentioned a beautiful specimen of Eucalyptus 
(variegated). We know of this particular tree, and agree it is a beautiful 
tree, and will be _interested to learn more about it when it can be 
positively identified, 

Yours sincerely, 


Bobbie and Allen Malone. 


BIRD OBSERVATIONS AT LCNGLEA BY BOBBIE AND ALLEN MALONE, DECEMBER 28th 1982 - 
APRIL 13th INC. 1983. . 


19 82.. 
Dec. 28th. : - At Waten be Grey. Thrush 
ye oe fi is Yellow Robin 
‘a ects White winged Chough (family) 
‘ Magpie (1 Mature, 1 Immature) 
Rufous Whistler (M.& F. ) 
Ht Dove’ ? species 
Ma Thornbill ? species 
(29th. Ying i Willy Wagtail 


Restless Flycatcher 
Orange winged Sitella 
31st ee _ Tbis  ? Straw necked 


27s 


BIRD OBSERVATIONS AT LONGLEA 


1983, 
Jan. Ist 


Feb. 7th 
8th 
14th 


16th 
21st 


22nd 
March 1st 


ond 
3rd 


13th 
17th 


20th 
26th 


27th 


29th 
April 7th 


At water. 
W : 


CONT IN UED 


Thornbill ? species 

Blue Wren M & F. & Immature. 
Yellow tufted Honeyeater 

White browed Babblers (family) 
Kookaburra 

Red capped Robin M. 6& F. 

First sighting here. 

White eared Honeyeater 

Red capped Robin M. 

White browed Babblers (family) 
Yellow Robin 

Eastern Shrike Tit 

Dusky Wood Swallow (two) 

Rufous Whistler M 6& F. 

? Pardalote 

Yellow tufted Honeyeater 

Eastern Shrike Tit 

Red capped Robin (bathing € drinking) 
Eastern Rosella 

5 Eastern Shrike Tits at water together 
with 6 White plumed Honeyeaters. 
Yellow tufted Honeyeaters 

White Browed Babblers 

Grey Thrush. Drinking copiously. 
Yellow’ Robin! 

White eared Honeyeater M. 6 F. 
Silvereyes 

Boobook Owl 

Raven 

Painted Quail M. on drive. 5.55 Ps m. 
Heard Quail calling 

Rainbow Bird (twice, in tree Sista 
water pan). 9.45 am & 10 am 

Red capped Robin. M. 

Red Wattle Birds (2) 

White plumed Honeyeater 

Yellow tufted Honeyeater 

Male Rufous Whistler 

Tree Creeper 

Magpie. (white backed) demanding food. 
Raven 
Crested Bellbird. M. Raised crest 
slightly while feeding. 

First sighting here, although Seren heard. 
Red capped Robin. M. & F. 

Crested Bellbird. M. feeding between 
garage and house, 

Blue faced Honeyeater 

White naped honeyeater 

Forest Bronzewing Pigeon 

Red capped Robin M. & F. 

Grey Thrush 

Yellow Robin. M. 6 F. 

White browed Babbler 

Magpie. (demanding food). 


13. 


BIRD OBSERVATIONS AT LONGLEA CONTINUED 


April 10th ' Feeding during rain. Orange winged Sitella — 
a Fikes Red capped Robin. M 

jel tab ' Willy Wagtail 
Hyeek? 5 ' Yellow Robin. M. 
iN * .. White browed Babblers 
a : Rufous Whistler. M _ 

12th , WEG: Crested Pigeon. (one) 
Ui af Grass Parrots * 

13th i fog Grey. Fantail. ~ 
u ee teat Magpie. (two) demanding food at door, 


* Probably Red-rumped Parrots, 
Editor. 


Also noted during this period were:- 
ee ae ie Hao Stumpy tailed Lizard — oe 
Feb.15th At water. . Two other lizard species (unknown) 
Echidna eae Eo, Gok 

~ Black Wallabies (two) 
Grey Kangaroos (six) 
Fox —(wet and bedraggled from 
hraue rain. M.) 


‘wed kk otek kok ke oe kk ke ; i 


QUEEN 'S BIRTHDAY WEEKEN D EXCURSION 
pa nn ore ee Rei Ses etc Nenana 


The combined camp-out with the Central Victoria Archaeological Society . 
on the Queen's Birthday weekend will be at the Melville Caves area. 
The site for the camp will be sign-posted from the Rheola turnoff on. the 
' Kingower - Melville Caves Rd. | 


Fred Halls and Jan Stewart will be leading a party to léok at the aboriginal ~ 
sites, and to record them. A three day program has ‘been organized, but 

people are most welcome to participate whenever they can. The program is 

as follows:- — 5 7h iw 


Saturday llth June Meet at Meiwille Caves Picnic ground at 9.0 a.m. for 
a tour of aboriginal sites led by Fred Halls. Probably there Will be 
time for site recording in the late afternoon. P MO 8 


Sunday 12th June Same meeting time and place followed by site recording 
all day. #3 


Monday 13th June Same meeting time and place and again site recording. 


Sites are being recorded to help complete the Victorian Archaeological — 
Survey's register of all aboriginal sites in Victoria. 


If you haye any queries, please ring Rod Fyffe on 43 7673. 


14. 
BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS FOR MAY 


The excursion organiser, John Lindner, has requested members to let him know 
if they intend going on the Port Phillip Bay trip on the weekend of the 13th 
and 14th of August. If numbers are sufficient and members agreeable, then 
the hire of a mini-bus will be seriously considered. For further details 
please ring John on 46 7132. Bookings must be made as soon as possible so 
please let John know at or before the “July meeting. 


Autum sees the first Yellow Gums flowering and, hopefully, the arrival of the 
Regent Honeyeater to the district. This Autum not very many trees have 

been favoured with buds and flowers, due to the lack of moisture. Trees found 
along roadsides, in paddocks and the edge of forests tend to bud and flower 
most years, and it is here where we are most likely to find the Regent 
Honeyeater. It has been requested that members be particularly alert for 
Regents, as some Club members are engaged in a survey of this rare and little 
understood honeyeater. If you make a sighting please phone John SEG on 

46 9921, 


The Plains Wanderer has again been reported in the district. A lone male bird 
was seen in an open paddock near the bank of the Loddon River between 
Bridgewater and Newbridge. It flew a short distance and re-alighted, where 

it was observed for some minutes before flying off. The observer's first 
clue to the birds identity was its upright posture, a characteristic feature 
of this rare bird. This sighting occured on the 14th of March. 


Crimson Rosellas are infrequent visitors to Bendigo, preferring hilly 
country and the adjoining lowlands. With the advent of Winter they disperse 
over a greater area in search for food. Several parties have been reported 
in our district in recent weeks, while at Inglewood two mature birds have 
been seen, the first of this species to be recorded in that area. 


Of interest to. members was the information handed in by Bruce: Male that many 
birds are showing signs of preparing to breed following the Autumn rains. 

Mr Male has been examining captured birds for brood Patches (ie. ready for 
breeding) and is able to tell whether or not the bird is carrying eggs. 

This method of detection has shown that a number of local birds are ready to 
breed. Mr Male has consented to be our guest speaker at a future date. 


A remaie robin caught in a mist nev was nearly overlooked as being one of 
the more common species, but closer examination revealed that it was a 

Pink Robin, the first recorded in the Whipstick. The area in which it was | 
trapped was dense Green Mallee and Melaleuca. The lack of white on the tail 
was a chief factor in identifying this female Robin, the other Red Robins 
having white on their tail. The date of.this record was the 30th April. 


Eyes that blaze red-in the night are not always fox's according to a 
spot-lighter from Inglewood. The red eyes turned out to be those of a 
Spotted Nightjar, which was detected sitting in the open consuming an insect. 
The bird was almost shot in the belief that it was a fox. This observation — 
took place in an:area called Green Hills, 4 km from Inglewood. 


A bird that has naturally colonized Australia this century is the Cattle Egret. 
The bird was first discovered near Oenpilli, Eastern Arnhem Land, and it 
quickly spread south, being recorded in Victoria soon after its scout etl 
discovery. Now common and widespread it is a regular visitor to Victoria 
during the winter months. Sightings of Cattle Egrets have been made at 
Seymour, Healesville, Kyneton and Maryborough in recent weeks. 


15. 
BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATICGNS FOR MAY CON TIN UED 


Other observations of note were the recording of fourteen White-backed 
Swallows » at the Bendigo Sewerage Farm, on the 10th of April, the return of 
Pied Cur: Currawongs to the district, a Noisy Friarbird feeding in Ironbarks 

on the 4th of May, and the sighting.of a White Goshawk flying over the 
Sacred Heart Cathedral on the 17th of April. The last sighting of a White 
Goshawk in ‘the Bendigo area was at Kennington _ in 1974. 


Guest Sy seaker for Friday Ist July - A tape on. "Concepts of conservation" 
(together with 69 slides) which has been prepared by the Conservation 
Committee of the B.0.C. will be followed by a general discussion on conservatic™, 


Birdoéf-the.nigtt. Seabirds: a selection of slides depicting seabirds 
members are likely to see if they go on the Port Philip Bay trip in August. 


Working-bee Saturday. 2nd July. A working-bee will be held at the Bendigo 
Sewerage Farm. Meet at the roadside next to May Swamp at 9.0 am. Details 
of the work to be done will be given at the Bird Group meeting on the 
night before. : 


REPORT at MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP BEERS OF APRIL 21st. 


Maney pleasant evening was ‘ane eh the oat at the Fenselaus! home. oF 
It started off with a bird in a cold repose being. panded around for del Sesion: 
and guesses at its identification. 


Chris Bunn mentioned that he is baby sitting a Sonia with a broken leg, 
which eats about. a pound of green leaves (Manna gum from a secret location) 
a day. These need to be shoved in to its peuth one at atime - a slow. 
process . indeed! j tae 


The proposed Anzac Weekend outing to Reeders was cancelled, so it was 
d- cided to help Dale Gibbons place mammal nesting boxes in trees on Mt. 
Alexander, in the hope of having Feathertail Gliders visiting them, and 
thus proving that these small marsupials live in the Bendigo region. 


A veport on the Gellj »rand outing revealed that the following mammals were 
observed: Bushrats, Swamp-rats, Brushtail possums , Benet Boasts, 
Wallabies, Dairy cows, and a large great dane. 


The Group is awaiting bat bands. Arranging of a permit for mammal Erepaine oe 
and flora collecting in the ae, National Park during the May School 
Holidays camp is underway. 


The main feature of the evening 1 was Bill Holsworth: bringing akan a koala 
that had been killed by the Ash Wednesday fires, and which had already 
been dissected for study purposes by the College students. Bill pointed 
out the various distinguishing features, and compared these with those of 
iced ea seen animals, as well as demonstrating the uses of various 
muscles. 
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MORE ON SLENDER CYPRESS PINE, Callitris preissii 


by Eric Wilkinson 


Following my note on the occurrence of this species in the Mt.Korong 
area, (Whirrakee 3(9),pp.11-12), Margaret Watts wrote from Inglewood 
(11.10.1982) about a few survivors in that area. She wrote: "We knew of 
some of these pines, and have felt rather concerned for their survival for 
some time. There are one or two on the edge of the road running north from 
Kurting (or were the last time we drove up there), and, a couple of years ago, 
I was surprised to find a single mature specimen with 8 or 9 seedlings 
scattered around it in bushland at the back of a paddock, on what we 
Inglewoodians call the Powersgate Crossing Road. That is the first road off 

‘the Calder Highway, north of Inglewood, and running S.W. to Kingower. 
Unfortunately this is private property, and as it is an excellent yildflower 
area in a normal Spring, we keep hoping the owner never enlarges his ploughed 
area of ground and destroys these interesting plants." 


By the time I had finished my geological mapping at Mt.Korong, I had 
located one more gnarled, old tree of this species in a gully east of Mt. 
Korong, and a closer look at the largest group revealed 18 trees in varying 
states of health. The final tally of Slender Cypress Pines in the 100 square 
kilometre area I mapped is 27 adult trees and 13 saplings in seven locations, 
some of which will be seen on the Mt.Korong excursion in September. 

Margaret Watts' information extends the range of the species $.W. to Kurting, 
north west of Inglewood, also on decomposed granitic rock. I would be © 
interested to hear from other members who may know of other examples of 

this species in the North Central Victorian area. Are they confined to the 
Nt. Korong-Kurting granitic area, or do they also occur on other rock types? 


The survivors of the cuttings I set in autumn last year finally 
succumbed to the extreme dryness and heat of Ash Wednesday, but I am sure 
they would have grown in a more normal season, so I am going to try again, 
with a view to eventually establishing specimens in the Mt.Korong Scenic 
Reserve. : 


wok ek kk Rok ke oe et oe 


I wrote an article on 'The Pepper Tree" in Whirrakee 1(11), Dec.1980, 
pp.10-12, Although this mainly described Schinus molle, I mentioned é' 
Schinus_ terebrinthifolius, the Brazilian Pepper Tree. After seeing a labelled 
specimen in the Royal Botanical Gardens in Melbourne recently, Mary and I 
realised that there is at least one specimen in Bendigo. There is a pollarded 
tree of this species on the lawn just east of the swimming pool in the White 
Hills Gardens. It has bipinnate leaves like those of the ordinary Pepper 
Tree, but on a much coarser scale. We are awaiting its flowering with 
interest. 
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JULY EXCURSION 


Get to know your local flora reserves Sunday July 17th. 
Combined activity with members of the Bendigo Native Plant Group. 


Location: Jackass Flat Flora Reserve. 
Times: ; Starting at 10.0 dm and going decaiieah to 4.0 pm. 


You can come when you like and stay for as long as convenient. 


Activities: 1. General exploration of the area. Botany, birds etc. 
Information on the area will be available fe. ge plant and’ 
bird lists). : 


2. Rubbish removal. The area contains Seay asl items of 
rubbish, especially glass and metal. The idea is that each 
person would put in a half hour or:houwr on collecting litter, 
which will bé brought to the entrance gate and placed ina 
trailer. . 


Please bring some or all of the following: 
1. Warm clothes, water-proofs. 
2. Lunch and sade. A barbeque hot plate will be operating 
at lunchtime, and there will be a’ “fire on which to boil a 
_ billy. 
3.. Gardening gloves to protect hands. ; 
4. Large hessian or plastic bag in which to collect litter. 


Neeting place: entrance to Jackass Flat Flora Reserve in Crane Street 
(off Jacob St.), North Bendigo. 


VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIAT IOV 
Beat a nt UCLA LE LONE 
SPRINGI IME GET-TOGETHER OF ALL CLUBS 

OCTOBER 8th § 9th (SAT URDAY AND SUNDAY), 1983 


AT OCEAN GROVE MOTEL (AND MOTEL CARAVAY PARK) 
64 WALLINGI CY ROAD, OCEAY GROVE PH, (052) 551 255 (1.2 Km. from Post Office) 


(Contact Marie Allender for motel information - Ph. 527 2749 
Address - 19 Hawthorn Ave., Caulfield, 3161. 


HOST CLUB - GEELONG. | | 
Secretary, Mrs. Valda Dedman, 69 North Valley Rd. ,Highton,3216.Ph.(052) 132 374. 


A Bus will run to and from Melbourne, and Bed and Breakfast Only at Motel - 
Approximate Cost $50.00 Aot 3 


TWO EXCURSIONS ARE BEING PLANNED :- 
1. TO OBSERVE THE ORAN GE-BELLIED PARROT, 
2. TO OBSERVE REGENERATION OF THE BUSHFIRE DEVAST AP ED AREAS. 


A MEETING AND SOCIAL WILL BE HELD AT THE MOPEL ON SATURDAY EVENING 
OCTOBER 8th - 7.30 p.m. Pears 3 
Honorary Secretary, Dr. E.K.Turner, 13 Banool Ave., KEW, 3101 


\ 
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COMMITTEE REPORT 
The May Committee Meeting was held at Bill Holsworth's home-on May 23rd. 


1.. "Eucalypts of Bendigo" has been typed and printing quotations are to be 
obtained. 


25, teawas: decided that a letter from the Minister for Conservation 
regarding management of the Whipstick be published in Whirrakee, " 
(See below). 


3. A query’ regarding reservation of the Swainsona area at Hunter is to be hi 
followed up to find out what has been done. 


4, The idea of a Nature Show and/or other activities for the club's 
40th anniversary in 1985 was raised. This is to be considered further 
at the next meeting. 


The following letter concerning the Whipstick has been received from Evan 
Walker, Minister for Conservation, in response to our earlier letter to the 
Premier seeking clarification of the State Government's decisions in the 
Whipstick. : 


Dear Mr. Leeson, 
I acknowledge on behalf of the Premier, your letter of 
9th February, 1983, concerning the Whipstick Forest Area. 


The details referred to and contained in the Atlas of 
Victoria have been taken directly from the final recommendations of the Land 
Conservation Council as published. To date, Government has accepted 
_ recommendation A3 - Kamarodka State Park and its implementation has been 
requested of the relevant Departments. 


In respect of A5 - Whipstick State Park, Government has 
accepted the recommendation but implementation will not proceed at the 
present time. 


Yours sincerely, 
Evan Walker, Minister for Conservation. 


PUBLICAT IOVS RECEIVED 


“Victorian Bird Report No.1 1981 

The Bird Observer May, 83 

Environment Victoria No. 46 April 83 

Geelong F.N.C. Newsletter May 83 

Guidelines for Management of Roadsides - Roadsides Conservation Comm. 
N.P.P.S. Newsletter No. 51 April 83 

A.C.F. Newsletter Vol.15 No. 4 May 83 

C.C.V.News May 83 r 

- Geelong Naturalist Vol.20 No. 1 May 83 

10. Ballarat F.N.C. Excursion News Sheet May 83 
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